
 
 
April 25, 2019 
 
The Honorable Dan Patrick  
Lieutenant Governor of Texas 
PO Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711 
 
Dear Governor Patrick, 

We were pleased to hear that at last the Senate Committee on Education would take up the school finance 
reform bills, HB 3 and SB 4.  San Antonio area school districts are encouraged that the House and Senate 
unanimously agreed to use the $9 billion surplus in general revenue towards school finance reform and 
property tax reform.  However, we are alarmed at the lack of days left this session to get true school 
finance reform passed.   

There is significant concern that there are substantial differences between HB 3 and the committee 
substitute.  HB 3 provides ideas and solutions for school finance reform that have not been visited in 
decades and are long overdue.   

We encourage you to consider what “school finance reform” truly entails, and that the Senate take 
advantage of the hard work that has already been done in HB 3, especially with less than 5 weeks 
remaining this session: 

• Funding for full day Pre-K for all qualifying students, giving Texas children a head start on their 
education;  

• A raise in the basic allotment that will infuse more resources into the classroom and help provide 
relief to school districts impacted by the outdated recapture formula; 

• A thoughtful look at Compensatory Education, creating a system that puts those funds with 
students who need the most attention due to poverty and other circumstances; 

• A new weight that provides assistance for students who are dyslexic or have a related disorder; 
• Funding for 30 additional instruction days to allow more time for students to stay on course and 

succeed; and 
• Meaningful property tax relief through a tax compression across the state. 

The proposed $5,000 pay increase for teachers and librarians is a novel idea, but funds available for true 
school finance reform are limited.  Similarly, proposals for specific programs that do not benefit all 5.4 
million Texas students must be reconsidered and must not be at the sacrifice of ideas that benefit all 
students. 

We encourage you and the Senate to move HB 3 so it can get to conference committee and have a chance 
at passing before time runs out on May 27th.  It is simply too late to make progress with SB 4 before sine 
die.   

Your leadership is appreciated, and we hope the Senate will pass a school finance reform package that 
injects more funds into the classroom where they are needed most. 

 


